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the coast 54 miles to the east-north-east of Masulipatam. I
conclude, therefore, that Dhanakakata was only the seat of a
great religious establishment, while Vengi was the political
capital of the country.

With regard to the king's name, I think that the Greek
Bassxro naga may be identified with the Pali Majeri-ka N&ga
of the 'Mahiwanso,'1 Remembering the frequent interchange
of the labials m and J, and that ka is an optional affix, the
Greek Bassaro may be accepted as a tolerably close rendering
of the Pali Majeri; and thus Ptolemy's Malanga would become
the capital of the Nagas of Majerika.

On a general review of all the evidence in favour of the
identification of Dhdranikotta with the Dhanakakata of Hwen
Thsang- and with -the Majerika StApa of the Nagas, the most
striking point is the exceeding beauty of the relic stupa,
which is common to all of them. I have already quoted the
account of the 'Mahiwanso' as to the gorgeous magnificence of
the iVfi*a SfApa of Majerika^ the last step of which was
beyond the power of all the riches of Ceylon to equal,
Similarly the Chinese pilgrim was struck with the unusual
beauty of the religious edifices of Dhanakakata, which he
describes as possessing all the magnificence of the palaces of
Bactria.* We have also the evidence of our own eyes as to
the exceeding beauty and lavish ornament of its sculptures,
many of which now grace the India Office Museum, in
London. And lastly, we have the tradition of the people that
Dh&rMiikotta was once the capital of this part of India.*

The age of the stupa can only be determined approxi-
mately, as the twenty inscriptions on the sculptures in London
give no dates, and make no certain mention of any kfogs or
persons whose age is known. But from the style ol the
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